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Special Points of Interest: 
 
 For all AP students, testing 

dates are May 11 – 22. Click 
here to see the schedule: 

AP Schedule 

 North Quincy High School 
remains closed to the 
public, if you need 
assistance, please contact 
Mr. Robert Shaw. 

 

Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations to the NQHS class of 2020 
Valedictorian, Kaylin Chan and  

Salutatorian, Abigail Der! 
Well done.   

All of us at North wish you the best of luck. 
 

Kaylin Chan will attend 
Cornell University in the Fall. 

Abigail Der will attend 
Tufts University in the Fall. 

Dear North Quincy High Community, 
 
     Welcome to May!  This week’s newsletter is filled with great 
things being produced by our teachers and your students.   For all of 
our students taking the AP Exam, please take note of the PowerPoint 
Mrs. Kymissis created for her Biology class.  It has pertinent 
information for everyone taking an AP test.  The testing schedule 
remains a key point of interest because the test is right around the 
corner.  Parents and students should continue to look for emails from 
teachers and Mrs. Holland.  We know you are ready for these tests! 
     There are two young ladies who deserve great recognition:  Kaylin 
Chan and Abigail Der.  It was recently announced that Kaylin has been 
named our Valedictorian; while Abigail has been named our 
Salutatorian.  Their hard work and perseverance certainly paid off.  
Keep up your strong work ethic and you will achieve great things. 
     Finally, we continue to hold all of our students and their families in 
our thoughts.  For those of you who are essential employees, thank 
you.  In this edition, you will see pictures of two of our essential 
employees, Christine Pudder and Michael Draicchio.    Ms. Pudder is at 
NQHS Monday-Friday making lunches and supplying them to families.  
Mr. Draicchio is also working to secure our staff and buildings during 
this time.   
 
Please stay safe and healthy, 
 
The Staff of North Quincy High School 
 

https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule?SFMC_cid=EM298285-&rid=167391959


 
 
 

 

 

 
 
  

From Mr. Gustafson’s Physics Class:  
 
With everyone stuck at home, it's a good time to look at household 
energy use and think about practical ways to reduce and save. Students in 
Mr. Gustafson's CCP physics classes worked on home electricity surveys 
over the past few days, finding and calculating electrical information for 
the things they use at home on a regular basis, whether it's computers, 
kitchen appliances, lights, or whatever else. By estimating the amount of 
time they use these devices, they could estimate their family's total 
electricity bill and think about ways to bring it down. Junior Vincent Zheng 
was able to estimate his family's electricity bill with impressive accuracy, 
and he thought of some practical (and not so practical) ways to reduce his 
electricity use. To satisfy his lighting needs without electricity, he 
determined he would need to light 43,200 birthday candles on a monthly 
basis. Those add up quick!  
 

More Physics! 
 

Mr. Connor’s Physics classes was given a particularly 
challenging homework assignment on Series-Parallel 
Combination Circuit Analysis.  Click on the image to 
open the link where Mr. Connor walks his class through 
the problem.  The video explanation runs just shy of 15 
minutes. 
 

Exam Prep 
 
Mrs. Kymissis developed an AP Biology PowerPoint to 
prepare her students for the upcoming Advanced 
Placement tests.  Although this is titled for Biology, it is a 
useful tool for ALL AP students.  Thanks, Mrs. Kymissis.  
This is fantastic!  Click here for PowerPoint 

Biology 
 
Students in Mr. Cuccia’s EL Biology class are 
studying Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.  Click on the 
image of Darwin to see some student work.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_M0RV3qQqs&feature=youtu.be
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eqDG8AeX3_tgEuZVzoRPU2kMUWWw_67SkMJe-hKfAQI/edit?usp=sharing
https://classroom.google.com/c/NDE0MTE4MTM0MTRa/m/OTg2NTYwODQ4Mjla/details


 

A Powerful Message about Relationships 
 
Students in Mrs. Casimiro’s Modern Literature and Society classes are learning about real life applications 
through the use of TED Talks.  Mrs. Casimiro assigns a TED Talk with Response Questions on Google 
Classroom.  Students complete the work and hold a remote class discussion. The following TED Talk by 
Rita Pierson, “Every Kid Needs a Champion,” shares a powerful message about the importance of 
relationships in school.  The underlying message is real and true, but offered in a light, uplifting way.  The 
video is just shy of 8 minutes and really worth a watch.   
 

 

S. G. N. 

  
Newton’s own, John Krasinski, shares some good news that is happening 
in our world.  In Ms. Greer’s British Literature class, students wrote about 
their reactions to some of the episodes of Some Good News. Click on the 
image of John Krasinski to see some of their responses.  If you haven’t 
had a chance to watch the show, you can find it on YouTube, but bring 
some tissues.   

AP Statistics 
 
Ms. Tranquillino uses a Concept Definition 
Map for AP Statistics to help her students 
review for the AP Exam.  Ms. Tranquillino 
learned the Concept Definition Map during 
her Keys to Literacy professional 
development.   
  

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion/transcript?language=en#t-2641
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UBxjC1yG7LDd3fde-0V1ZXSQReEcfBWIoplWeWpy88Y/edit


 

 

 

 Why is this branch called a Widow Maker? 

                                                     This past week, I had the opportunity to “attend” Ms. Flaherty’s                                                                                   
                                                  Fundamentals of Engineering class.  The class took place while Ms. Flaherty  
                                            and her dog, Loki, took us on a journey along Jacob’s Pond in Norwell.  At one  
                                     point in the class, Ms. Flaherty came up on tree that looked much like the image  
                         above.  When she asked if we knew what this was called, no one could come up with an  

   answer.  Ms. Flaherty went on to explain that this is called a Widow Maker.  During the time of logging in 
the United States, many workers were killed when the branch, hanging in an angle, suddenly snapped and 
killed the workers walking below the tree.  Ms. Flaherty went on to ask the class what angle was safest to cut 
this branch.  She also asked her class to analyze the situation and discuss what instruments could be used to 
carefully extract the branch.  Students offered answers such as a ladder, chainsaw, and a hatchet.  Ms. 
Flaherty instructed students to leave this work up to the DPW because those workers are trained to carefully 
remove these trees. I had a great time visiting!   Thanks for the invite class!  - Mrs. Holland 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“With great power, comes great responsibility.” ― Uncle Ben (Spiderman) 

Creativity is Key! 
 
Students in Ms. O’Donnell’s Art I class 
recently studied Mark Rothko, an abstract 
expressionist painter. Since not everyone 
has paints at home, they used "found 
color" to create and photograph abstract 
expressionism artworks. 

 

Students in Ms. O’Donnell’s Advanced Art class completed landscape drawing/paintings done in the style of 
traditional Chinese Landscape paintings.   These are just beautiful.   Thanks for sharing. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The NQHS Family 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Panaro provide Mr. Caldwell with masks for his beautiful family.  The Panaros also donated 
masks to the teachers at Campus Kinder Haus where they are operating an emergency preschool for the 
children of essential workers.  Thank you to the Panaros and Caldwells for the selfless care you are 
providing others.   

 

North Quincy’s own, 

Christine Pudder, is busy 
Monday-Friday handing out 
breakfast and lunch.  Thank 
you, Ms. Pudder! 

Safety and Security Director, 

Michael Draicchio, popped 
into NQHS to make sure all 
was safe and secure.  Thank 
you, Mr. Draicchio! 

We have spirit, YES we do! We have spirit, how about YOU?? 
 

This past Friday, May 1st, the NQHS Faculty took over Instagram! Check out NQSpiritWeek2020 on IG to see 
your favorite faulty members in their raider gear.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT UP: FRESHMEN! Gear up in your NQ swag to support the Class of 2020 and tag NQSpiritWeek2020 on 
Instagram on Friday, May 8th.  


